Making Sense of the Last Part of Life of Pi
There is no single answer, no single perspective that is "correct" concerning my novel, or any
other for that matter. But I did have a certain intent. Whether readers see and agree with my
intent is entirely up to them. Any work of art is 50% the creator’s. The other 50% comes from the
reader's, viewer's, spectator's imagination. It's together, as a co-creation, that a work of art comes
to life. So with Life of Pi. My intent, therefore, is only the expression of my starting point. Readers
are welcome to start from there and wonder elsewhere.
Yann Martel

Our Question:
So what exactly does Richard Parker represent or show us in the Life of Pi?
This is the question that we have, as a group, decided that we would like to address. Of
course your “all knowing” (NOT!!) teacher, could attempt to answer this biggie for you. And, as
the comment Yann Martel provided when addressing the “Big Question” that the class two
semesters ago had to answer, suggests, my answer to a toughie like this one wouldn’t be “the
answer”—it would be “an” answer. Hopefully it would be a fairly good, well thought out,
organized answer. But any answer to a question like this one can, by definition almost, only ever
be one person’s response. Because this project requires us to put together material that is
slippery, weird and at times contradictory—because this work is, in this respect, pretty “Post
Modern”—there really can’t be “the” answer: there can only ever be what we manage to put
together as individuals. So with this in mind…

Assignment question:
In a short discussion explain Richard Parker’s role in “The Life Of Pi.”

Process:
This is clearly a difficult question and like all difficult questions, it is probably more easily
solved if a bunch of brains get together, consider what’s going on, share their thoughts, mull
things over, collect up what they think is good, throw out what’s not so good, and then develop a
theory. I have, to help us share our explanations set up a blog--a tool that really lends itself to
the process of working together to respond to difficult questions. So let’s take advantage of this
tool:
1. We will discuss this question in class a little, and then I am going to ask you to provide a
blog entry in which you indicate what you think is going on in the book where the
question for this assignment is concerned. I would also like you to use the blog to
respond to two entries by other students. You can agree or disagree with them, or you
could do things like confirming what someone else is saying and develop their response
further. Or you might modify what someone else has come up with, or provide a further
question or set of questions about what others are saying.
The idea behind this process is for you to develop the most thoughtful set of ideas
that you can come up with not on your own, but with the help of the group. The
understanding here is that the process of developing a good theory often involves
attending to what others, and taking advantage of what they have to say about a topic.
And there are lots of good minds in these two classes.

2. Having completed the blog process you will provide an in-class written discussion in
which you present your answer to this question. This time around things will be a little
different, in terms of the material that you will be able to bring to class: this time you
will not be able to bring notes, but you will be able to bring the book. And this piece of
writing will be developed in its entirety in class.
Timelines:
1. You must provide your first blog entry by the end of Friday December 16th.
2. You will then have until Midnight Tuesday December 20th to provide responses to two
other people’s ideas. You may do so well in advance of this date though.
3. The in-class portion of this assignment will be written on Wednesday December 21st and
Thursday December 22nd on foolscap in class. You may only bring the text itself to this
in-class assignment.
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